
Minutes – O/H SLS Council Meeting, September 23, 2015 

Fred Berowski, HCCC 

Leeann Dooley, Little Falls 

Wendy Egresits, Whitesboro 

Vicky Greenman, Richfield 

Springs 

 

Krista Hartman, MVCC 

Deirdre Joyce, CLRC 

Margaret McNamara, Holland 

Patent 

Zane Mahar, Sauquoit Valley 

 

Carol Rahme, Utica 

Cindy Staley, Dolgeville 

Mary Sundberg, Poland 

Frank Sutliff, West Canada 

Valley 

Heather Urtz, MidYork 

Absent: Fred Berowski, Wendy Egresits, Leeann Dooley 

Also in Attendance: Emily Gibson attended on behalf of Leeann Dooley 

 

I. Call to Order - meeting called to order by Krista Hartman at 1:38 p.m. 

II. Welcome – Pat Skelly welcomed members of the Council, and introduced Emily 

Gibson.  Emily will be joining the Council, pending formal approval by the Oneida 

BOCES Board of Education.  With Emily’s membership there will be only one 

remaining vacancy, to be filled by a representative from a non-public library.  

Council members introduced themselves. 

III. Election of Officers – Vicky Greenman nominated Krista Hartman for president, and 

Frank Sutliff seconded that nomination.  Krista was elected president with all 

members in favor.  Heather Urtz nominated Margaret McNamara for vice president, 

Vicky Greenman seconded the motion.  Margaret was elected vice president with all 

members in favor.   

IV. Approval of May 29, 2015 Minutes – Heather Urtz made motion to approve, Carole 

Rahme seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved, with two abstentions. 

V. Annual Report – the Annual Report is not yet printed, however the financial portion 

of the report is completed.  Pat Skelly will send an electronic copy of the report as an 

attachment, for approval by the Council, and then the report will be submitted to the 

state.   

VI. Coordinator’s Report – (see attachment).  In addition to those items in the Report, 

Pat Skelly shared the following:  

A. Pat Skelly attended the ISTE Conference in Philadelphia.  She reported that 

this was a very impressive conference..   

B. SLSA Mentoring Day was very informative.  

C. EMTA Meeting – Media Services and the School Library System services are 

increasingly blended.  Many of the same vendors and products apply to both 

programs.   

D. There are currently two curriculum development groups working, one focused 

on English Language Arts and the other on Social Studies.  They continue to 

work in conjunction with the Brain Honey/curriculum development program 

at Oneida BOCES. 

 

VII. Initiatives:    



A. To help reduce the amount of email librarians receive, Pat Skelly has started a 

blog, as a place to share news and information.  Librarians may comment on 

Pat’s posts or enter posts of their own.  They will need to log in to post.  There 

is also a question and answer section. 

B. Start a small free library in the School Library System neighborhood, perhaps 

near the Stewart’s store on Court St. 

C. Complete the five year Plan of Service.  Wendy Egresits, Heather Urtz, 

Margaret McNamara and Pat Skelly are currently working on this.  Others are 

welcome to join the group. 

D. BrainHive – this is in the third year of the pilot program, and is receiving 

mixed reviews.  Participants like the model of the service, but the titles 

available are not necessarily what they want. 

E. GVRL – Pat Skelly did a demonstration of the Gale Virtual Reference 

Collection, describing it as a “beautiful collection.”  Emily Gibson shared that 

she puts links to the GVRL in her pathfinders, which encourages students to 

use the GVRL.  Pat Skelly also pointed out that some Media Services products 

are now included in the SEARCH for Success list of resources, including 

World Almanac for Kids and Brain POP Jr., and School Library System 

resources are being added to SNAP.  Mary Sundberg voiced her pleasure with 

SEARCH for Success. 

VIII. Other:  

A. Deirdre Joyce shared that the Legislator’s Breakfast will be held December 

11, 9:00 a.am, at the Utica Public Library and encouraged people to attend.   

B. Heather Urtz discussed news from the Mid York System.  Zinio now has over 

100 titles available.  Also, Mid York is in its third year of a literacy grant.  

Heather recommended their Transparent Languages program also. 

C. Pat Skelly mentioned that the CNY SLSA has an initiative to encourage more 

LMS candidates.   

D. Zane Mahar requested clarification of the two job postings open at BOCES, 

one for SLS Coordinator and one for Instructional Support Services 

Supervisor.  Pat Skelly explained that the position she currently holds is being 

split into two titles, one as SLS Coordinator to oversee the SLS and Media 

Services, and the other as Instructional Support Services Supervisor, to 

oversee and monitor the general flow of work in SLS, Media Services and the 

Elementary Science program.   

E. Krista Hartman shared that MVCC has an opening for a part time librarian 

with a background in cataloging, who would work weekends and a couple of 

nights a week.  Also, by 2017, it will be possible for MVCC students to get an 

Associate’s degree from MVCC, a Bachelor’s degree from SUNY Oneonta 

and a Master’s degree from SUNY Cortland, all on the MVCC Utica campus. 



F. Pat Skelly reminded people that there is still a 0.6 Itinerant LMS position open 

through the SLS.  The position is located at Waterville Jr/Sr High School. 

G. Margaret McNamara expressed her thanks to Pat Skelly for the mentoring and 

work she has done with the library staff members at Holland Patent Central 

School.   

H. Emily Gibson will spearhead the Hour of Code project.  The Communication 

Coordinators Committee will do a walk-through of the program at the 

November meeting. 

IX.   Meeting Adjourned – Vicky Greenman moved that the meeting be adjourned, 

Mary Sundberg seconded the motion.  Meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.  

 

Note: Alternate dates for the November meeting will be sent, as many people have 

conflicts on the date currently scheduled. 

 

cc:  Building Principal/Supervisor 

Ken Ford Howard Mettelman  

Mark Vivacqua Mary Beth Farr 


